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The number of Americans going to China, the increasing number 
of Chinese going abroad, and Beijing’s failure to address these 
problems could result in the spread of epidemic diseases to the 
United States. 

• The constraints of China’s one-party system limit its ability to 
deal with its internal problems. 

China’s Media and Information Controls 
In an ongoing effort to maintain its hold on power, promote na-

tionalism, limit access to a free press, and stifle dissent, China has 
been increasing its control over media and information flows, in-
cluding the Internet. Through this control and manipulation, the 
Chinese government shapes public opinion, including public opin-
ion regarding Taiwan and the United States. This creates mis-
understanding and can induce public protests against foreign coun-
tries. The Commission remains concerned about the long-term ef-
fects of these practices on the way that Chinese citizens who are 
subjected to manipulated and highly controlled information view 
the United States and other democratic nations. 

Findings 
• The Chinese government has put in place extensive controls to 

direct the flow of information to its citizens, stifling dissent and 
allowing the government to shape public opinion and views of 
foreign countries such as the United States. 

• The use of legislation and the imprisonment of journalists, espe-
cially Chinese employees of foreign media, have led the Chinese 
media to ‘‘self-censor’’ to avoid prosecution. The U.S. government, 
media, and businesses are unable to obtain basic economic, mar-
ket, demographic, agricultural, and political information. 

• The Chinese government filters the Internet, using regulation, 
software, and hardware to prevent citizens from obtaining access 
to information it deems unacceptable, as well as information 
from foreign media sources. Internet-related U.S. companies that 
wish to do business in China are forced to choose between com-
plying with Chinese regulations that limit free speech, or not en-
tering the Chinese market at all. 

THE COMMISSION’S KEY RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Commission believes that 10 of its 44 recommendations to 
Congress are of particular significance. These are presented below 
in the order in which they appear in the Report. The complete list 
of 44 recommendations appears at the Report’s conclusion, on page 
205. 
• Pressing a WTO case against China’s IPR violations—The 

Commission recommends that Congress urge the U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative to press ahead aggressively with a WTO case against 
China for its manifest failures to enforce intellectual property 
rights, selecting the best of many potential cases in order to es-
tablish a strong precedent, and that Congress urge the U.S. 
Trade Representative to enlist other nations to join in the case. 
(Chapter 1) 
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• Securing China’s cooperation to end genocide in Darfur— 
The Commission recommends that Congress urge the Adminis-
tration to seek direct dialogue and cooperation with China with 
regard to securing a resolution to the conflict in the Darfur re-
gion of Sudan that will halt the genocide occurring there and 
provide security and basic human rights for the affected popu-
lation. Congress should instruct the Administration to report 
semiannually on China’s actions in Sudan and any progress that 
has been made through dialogue with China. (Chapter 2) 

• Facilitating Taiwan’s participation in international orga-
nizations—The Commission recommends that in response to 
China’s efforts to isolate Taiwan, Congress encourage the Admin-
istration to implement a long-term policy to facilitate Taiwan’s 
participation in international organizations and activities for 
which statehood is not a prerequisite, such as the World Health 
Organization, the Community of Democracy, the Proliferation Se-
curity Initiative, and other multilateral public health, 
counterproliferation, counterterror, and economic organizations 
as appropriate. Congress should instruct the Administration to 
report annually on its actions to ensure that Taiwan is not iso-
lated in the world community. (Chapter 2) 

• Inspecting North Korean ships at sea and containers in 
Chinese ports—The Commission recommends that Congress 
urge the Administration to seek agreement with China to carry 
out inspections at sea of ships bound to or from North Korean 
ports and establish a U.S.-China joint operation to inspect for 
contraband all shipping containers being moved to or from North 
Korea when they pass through Chinese ports, in fulfillment of 
the obligations under U.N. Security Council Resolution 1718 to 
prevent the sale or transfer of missiles, and nuclear and other 
weapons-related materials and technologies, to and from North 
Korea. (Chapter 2) 

• Permitting sanctions against Chinese parent companies of 
proliferating subsidiaries—The Commission recommends that 
current sanctions against Chinese companies that proliferate 
equipment and technology related to weapons of mass destruc-
tion and their delivery systems be broadened and harmonized for 
increased effectiveness. The Commission recommends that Con-
gress expand current sanctions regimes to extend penalties to the 
Chinese parent company of a subsidiary that engages in pro-
liferation activities, regardless of the parent company’s knowl-
edge of or involvement in the problematic transaction. Access to 
U.S. markets (including capital markets), technology transfers, 
and U.S. government grants and loans should be restricted from 
proliferating companies and their Chinese parent companies and 
related subsidiaries irrespective of the related firms’ knowledge 
of the transfers in question. (Chapter 2) 

• Insisting China fulfill its obligations under U.N. Resolu-
tions sanctioning North Korea for proliferation—The Com-
mission recommends that Congress instruct the Administration 
to insist that China fulfill its obligations under U.N. Security 
Council Resolutions 1695 and 1718 and take more significant 
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measures to denuclearize the Korean peninsula and counter 
North Korean proliferation activities. The Congress should fur-
ther instruct the Administration to report semiannually about 
specific actions the Chinese government has taken in this regard. 
(Chapter 2) 

• Conducting a strategic dialogue about the use of space— 
The Commission recommends that Congress direct the Adminis-
tration to engage in a strategic dialogue with China on the im-
portance of space surveillance, the military use of space, and 
space weapons. Such a dialogue should include strategic warning 
and verification measures. (Chapter 3) 

• More effectively assessing China’s military moderniza-
tion—The Commission recommends that Congress instruct the 
Director of National Intelligence, working with the Department 
of Defense, to formulate and establish a more effective program 
for assessing the nature, extent, and strategic and tactical impli-
cations of China’s military modernization and development. 
(Chapter 3) 

• Tracing supply chains of critical weapons systems—The 
Commission recommends that Congress require the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense to trace the supply chains of all components of 
critical weapons systems. (Chapter 4) 

• Prohibiting U.S. companies from disclosing information 
about Chinese users or authors of online content—The Com-
mission recommends that Congress prohibit disclosure by U.S. 
companies to the Chinese government, in the absence of formal 
legal action by the Chinese government, of information about 
Chinese users or authors of online content. Congress should re-
quire that where a U.S. company is compelled to act, it shall in-
form the U.S. government. A compilation of this information 
should be made publicly available semi-annually. (Chapter 6) 
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